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Be

| am not at all an or

fhey

When you are organ-
ized, you are prepared. I’'m
prepared to work because |
know where each document
is at, | know what needs to be
done first and what can be
done later. | know where my
Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire is located because | organ-
ized my bookshelf. | know that
in terms of work, the past two
month’s theme was Disaster
Risk Reduction, because I've
prioritized it the most. | have
an educated gut feeling that
this new found organizer has
possibly resulted from having
attended two global summits
on Disaster Risk Reduction in
June. Both of these summits

presented the most important

referred to as “Chaos

ganized person, |, aG

example of why everyone
should be organized and here
is a simple reason why: when
you are organized, you are
prepared and we all know that
there is nothing more horren-
dous than being unprepared
in times of disasters. Many
times, when disasters strike, it
is impossible to prevent them
due to the little significant
fact that it is simply an act of
nature. What we can do is to
try to reduce the numbers of
casualties. In today’s world,
we seems to be living in a
society of reaction rather than
prevention. We are not organ-
ized; we are not prepared.
Back in 2004, when

reek Mytholo,

state of unformed

Prepared

Thai-
land was hit by the cata-
strophic tsunami, thousands
of people lost their lives. We
were not at all prepared for
anything like that; we didn’t
even really know what it was
that hit us and that was one
of the biggest reasons why so
many lives were lost. People
were simply not educated
about disasters and people
were not prepared. Having
attended the Media Summit
on Climate Change, ICTs and
Disaster Risk Reduction, | was
suddenly illuminated by dif-
ferent methods in the preven-
tion of danger and disaster risk

reduction each country brings
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lakarta
indonesia

forth. One broadcaster that

strikes me as one of the most
advanced, organized and pre-
pared was NHK Japan. Japan is
a disaster prone country, they
co-exist with natural hazard, so
the best solution for them is
to always be prepared. Here
are some of their advanced

resources and preparedness.

NHK has an Earthquake
Early Warning System and what
happens is that they collabo-
rate with the Japan Meteorolog-
ical Agency and whenever this
agency detects the small vibra-

tions that occur before a major

earthquake, they would predict
and report the information
on the magnitude epicenter.
This data is then automatically
delivered to NHK and within
seconds, NHK would broadcast
this information across all their
TV and radio channels to warn

people before disaster strikes.

NHK also utilizes heli-
copters in order to accurately
and quickly report on disas-
ters. They have 14 helicop-
ters stationed at 12 locations.
There are camearamen on

stand-by at these stations to

39 AIPM

deliver footage of disasters
as soon as they occur to up-
date people on the current
situations and whether or not
they should evacuate to a
safe zone. Furthermore, NHK
also has remote controlled
cameras at 460 key locations
nationwide that can broadcast
footage from the scene of dis-
asters at any time. They have
about 500 remote-controlled
cameras and these cameras
are strategically placed across

Japan in places that have been
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reported of disasters like beaches, volcanoes, nuclear power
plants, stations, and airports. These can be operated from
distances.
’;Tehsio R
Last but not least, NHK promises to always be prepared
in times of disasters. Disaster drills are held every night at NHK
broadcasting centers to prepare all the staff involved in news,
including announcers, for the eventualities of disasters. They
would practice and practice reporting and getting accurate
information out as soon as possible in the hopes of saving as
many lives as possible. These are just some of the methods
that NHK carry out that peaked my interests. Being located
where they are, they can not stop natural disasters from hap-
pening. That is why they learn to live with it and to always

be organized and prepared.

If there’s anything that | hear over and over again in
these disaster risk reduction summits, its to always be prepared.
The government, media, the civic society and the NGOs ect
should work as best they can to inform and educate peo-

ple. They should try to utilize technologies that we have to

help people in times of disasters, there should be drills and

practice of reporting, of evacuating people, of things people

should do, places they should go, what they should bring with
them that will give them a better chance of survival. Since it
is impossible to stop our mother nature from exploding and
wiping everything in her path, what we should do is create a
well-organized and informed society where people are well

prepared and at least has a chance to fight for their lives.
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NEWSROOM
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